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RESUMO

Foi realizado, na Escola Superior Agraria de Castelo Branco (ESACB), um
estudo para avaliar a populacdo de achigas (Micropterus salmoides) na Barragem da
Escola.

Para este estudo foram capturados 57 achigds com cerca de 1 e 2 anos de
idade que apresentavam em média 114,9 g de peso e 19,9 cm de comprimento.

Foi utilizado o método da Pesca Desportiva com linha e isco artificial em
movimento. Teve inicio na manha do dia 15 de Julho de 2008. Todos os exemplares
pescados foram medidos, pesados e retirAmos uma escama para a determinacao da
idade.

VerificAmos que 42,1% dos peixes tinham 1 ano de idade e 57,9% tinham 2
anos de idade. Os peixes com 1 ano de idade apresentaram uma média de peso de
84,16 g e uma média de 18,1 cm de comprimento. JA 0S peixes com 2 anos
apresentaram uma média de peso de 137,24 g e uma média de comprimento de 21,3
cm.

Foram abatidos 7 peixes para observar 6rgdos genitais e o seu conteudo
gastrico. Dos 7 peixes, 6 eram machos e uma fémea, 3 ndo continham nada no seu
estbmago e os outros 4 tinham Aracnideos, Odonatas, Himendéptero e Coleoptera.

Concluimos que a populagdo estudada apresenta valores de peso e
comprimento que estdo dentro dos parametros considerados normais para a espécie.
Esta situacéo podera estar relacionada com a baixa biomassa (0,46 g/m?) de achigés
da Barragem da ESACB, pressupondo alimento disponivel em quantidade e qualidade.
Concluimos que os insectos predominam na alimentac¢éo dos achigas, provavelmente

devido a época do ano em que foram capturados.

Palavras-chave: achigd; Micropterus salmoides; barragem; pesca; alimentagéo



ABSTRACT

This study was undertaken in Escola Superior Agréria de Castelo Branco
(ESACB), with the main purpose of assessing the black bass population in the school’s
dam.

57 Black bass were captured so as to be used as samples for this study. They
were all between 1 and 2 years old. They were 19,9 cm long and weighed 114,9 g in
average.

We used the sport fishing method with fishing line and artificial bait in
movement. The capture was started in the morning of July 15" 2008. All samples
captured were measured and weighed, and a fish scale was also retrieved in order to
determine its age.

Results showed that 42,1% of the captured black bass were one year old and
57,9% of them were two years old. The one-year-olds weighed 84,16g and were 18,1
cm long, in average. On the other hand, two-year-old fish weighed in average 137,249
and were 21,3cm long.

Seven black bass were culled so as to examine their genital organs and their
gastric contents. From the seven black bass, six were male and one was a female,
three had no gastric content and the other four’s gastric content enclosed arachnids,
dragonflies, bees, wasps and beetles.

We conclude that this sample study presents weigh and measure values within
the regular parameters of the species. This situation may be related to the low-biomass
(0,46 g/m2) of black bass in the ESACB’s dam, assuming available nourishment, both
as far as quality and quantity is concerned. In addition, we can determine that insects
are predominant in the diet of black bass, probably due to the time of year they were

captured.

Keywords: black bass; Micropterus salmoides; dam; fishing; nourishment
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